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Can Scientists Make lt Rain? 

A Swiss company callcd Meceo Systcms claims 10.hnve sLartcd more lhnn 50 rainslorm, over 1hc ,\bu Dhabi 

desert la~H year. Meteo Systems uses a network of cowers Lhat w;c ckclricity to decttic:ally charg~ Lhe air. The 
ionixed air rhen seeds rain. 

Proféssor Pcl~r W ilder of Lhc Tcchnical Un ivcrsiLy of M unich is kecping ,ir, op0n rnind nboul LhiS new idea. 
··J am convinced that tl1e ionizaiion technology ha, Lh<! p..;>1enci,1I 1.0 work ," he says. 

Attempcs to change the ,1i.:cather a1·e being ma<le in abou1 40 countric~ no,v. Thc Bcijiug 1;ovcrnrncn1 iu 
Chin.t employs around 50,000 scientists in various weather mo<lification centers. Most of these are chargcd with 

m.ik ing rain fall (lO arid, 11nfannable land. Bul when forecasters said lhere was a good chauce of drizzle oo d1e 

Kational Day Parnde in Occober 2009. Chinese scientists were cold 10 hold back 1he .-ain. They seeded <:Joucls in 

Lhc suJTounding arca wiLh sil ver iodide crystals ,1nd 1he parade in T imrnnmen Sqmu·e mok place uoclel' clea,· bine 

skic,. Whcltt<\r LhaL is cinc LO lhe scientisLs or wheUNr i.1 wou ld have happened anyway is slill hol ly contested. 

Rain i::. not the only aucrnpt to modiíy Lhc \veaLli cr in scicntists' sighL~. Thcrc are cfforl<- to disperse f'og. 
There· are 1hose. ,vho want to cut down the chance ()f n hailstonn damagiog de1 icate crop:-: or the structure of 
huildings. ;\nd Lhcn Lhere are 1hc 1ruly arnhitious projecls. U1at aim to prevent a C011Hldo or hall(} hurricane. 

Of afl our aucmpLs LO modi fy th,: wúal.hcr. on ly onc hns been shown to work to Lhe saLisfocúon ol' scientis1s. 

the lightning cónductor which protects ou,· tallcst bu ildings l'rom thc worst dcvastalion of lhé wcalhcr. 

Adúpl.cd l'rom Lhe Daily Mail .l:muary 201 1. 

Question 1: 12 P01, 1s] Tnúicate whc1her thc followi11g statemcnL~ are lruc or l'alsc and writc dowo whidt parl. 

ofthc •~xtjustifics your ans\vcr. 

a} Mctco Systcrns is a com1>a11y rrom Abu Dhabi. 
bJ ProfcssM Pctcr W idcr docs 1101 hdievc lhaL lh(; ionizat ion 1ecluu.1logy can work. 
e} On lhc Na1ional Pru-a<.lc iu China in Üúlober2009 there w¡is ,1 strongpossibilily ofrnin. 
d) T lie on ly \vcaLhcr scie111i~1& \van1 fo Ct .. .mtrol is rttin. 

Question 2: 12 l'C:NrS] Answcr thc following qllcst ions in your own words according lo thc 1c.x.1. 
a) \Vhy do scieutist~ ·want to conLrol th1.: raitf.' 
h) Apart from 1rying to cúntrol Lile rain \-Vhal are sc icot i::¡t~ lrying w do? 

Question 3: [ 1.5 PONIS] Find words or phrascs in the texl lhal correspond coche words and tlcfinitions gh•c11. 
,1) D i fferent (paragraph 3) . 

b) To redute (paragraph 4). 
e) To ahel' (paragrn1>h 5). 

Question 4: [ 1 .!> FOINTS] Complele tl1e following seirtences without changing the·meaning. 

u) Paul said lhal his family was coming che following morning. 
l,au1 saicl " ........................................................................................................... " 

b) They told usa secrel. 
Wc ...................................................•.......... ........................................................ 

e) Sally couldn'L makc che cake. She had run oul of sugar uo<.l flour. 
lf Sally ••..... .•....•.....•••. .........•..•.....•.•.•••.••...••. .•............•.•....•.•....••••...••.•....•••.....•.•.. 

Question 5: [ 3 Kll"-TS] \'v.rile a short essay (aboul l 2()-150 words) on the following copie: 
- \\1ial types of weather do you likeidisl ike? Give rcasons. 
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Why Is Handwriting Practice So lmportant? 

Handwriting prnctice in schools has bccn crit idsecl for being inconsistent and insuffióicnt. 'l'he lnstitute of 

E<location says that poor handwriting also affects ;) chjl<rs chances in fllrlher and highcr educ.;1lior1 and is a 
handicap in thc job mill'kct. 

So111c tc,;chers have suggested there may be a link bctwccn hehaviour :md handwriting. Children that have 

difficulty writiug loo!< for other thi ngs to occupy thcmsclvcs in c lass. Onc teacher says, "Many childrcn in oor 

school lrnve difficulty w,·iting and to ovcrcome lhis problem we have introduced more h,-indwdting classes ." 

Rcscarch cardcil out by psyc hologists at Columbia U nivcrsity shows that handwriting speed is importan! 10 
rhe <.¡uantily and quality of chlldren's ,vriucn wor.k . In other ,vords. cbildren are able w conccnLriHt! 011 1hinking 
about lheir ideas and argumcnts rather lhan on wriring. Good wricing. skill::. crua1.c an inLeres~ io chik.lren , and 
childl'cn rhink of i<Jc;ls in a more JogicaJ \vay. 

There are lots of ,vays parcntc. can support Lheir chi ld's hanclv,•riting at home. Parl!nts musl l)rOvide their 
children witlt a s pecia l handwril ing lxlok and pcn. This way it ,vill be excit ing for the c hildren. P<1rents rnust 

rcm(:mher lo lhink abo111 how their children s it wltcn they wrile. Children must sit with their backs slr:,ight and 
never rock their chairs. Children must kccp tlteir lccl 11al. <m lhe flo<rr. Ali U1ese factol's can affcct a child 's 11bili ty 
to write. 

A<faptcd from My Child April ¡,¡•h 2()09. 

Queslion 1: {2 .'OINTS] lnd icate whethc,· the J'ollowing s1atcmcnls iire true or false and writc down which part 

of the cexc jwuifies yout a.n~wcr. 
a) Bad h1u,dwriling is,, disadvanrage to people applying forjobs. 

h) Childreo v.'ho cannot ,vrite wcll do not pa~> awm1iou in class. 
e) Writing quickly doe;, not imrrov<: childreo's writteo work:. 

d) Child,·e n MC more intercstcd iflhey write well. 

Queslion 2: (2 FOINTSj Answer the following qucstions in your own words acco,·ding ro che tcxt. 

a) Why is it ímp,¡rcar,t LO have good handwriting abil icies'! 

b) Wl1111 ~an parents do t<> improve their ch ild\ handwrilíng? 

Question 3: [ 1,5 POtNiS] r:ind worus or phrases in the cext that corrcspond tú thc words ~nd definitions given. 

a) lna,lo::quatc ( p11r:.1gn1ph 1 ). 

h) · fo search (paragrapb 2) . 

e) To move back and lh rth (paragn,ph 4) . 

Oueslion 4: [ 1.5 'QIC-:rs) Complete rhe following senccnccs without cbang ing lhe meaning. 

a)We rold him wc wouldn' t he back unlil lhal night. 

\Ve said to hjn1 '' ................................................................................................ '' 
l.,) They dido·t pay me much fm thac joh. 

1 ......................................................................................................................... .. 
e) T hcy wcnt Lt! Gill's party ancl met her parenrs. 

lf thcy ............................................................ ..................................................... . 

Question 5: [:J "01, 1s] Write" short essay (about 120· l.50 words) on rhe following topic: 

- 1:,. hanclwriting· important no,vadays'! \Vhy?:'\Vh)' no!'? Give r<::asons. 


